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Binding The binding is not original. 


Probably tenth century AH / sixteenth CE; black goatskin 
(with flap); gold-tooled central lobed oval with pendants 
and cornerpieces decorated with floral and vine motif; gold- 
tooled frame; doublures of brown leather with a lobed oval, 
pendants, and cornerpieces, all with filigree decoration on a 
dark blue ground 


Generated: 2011-06-03 16:49 -04:00 


Decoration fol. Ib: 
Title: Right side of a double-page illuminated 
frontispiece 
Form: Frontispiece 
Label: This double-page illuminated frontispiece is 
comprised of two rectangles surrounded by a trefoil 
border in grisaille. The inner border is gold strapwork 
with blue squares. The central area is an intricate design 
of geometric forms and arabesques in blue, black, gold, 
and green. 


fol. 2a: 
Title: Left side of a double-page illuminated 
frontispiece 
Form: Frontispiece 
Label: This double-page illuminated frontispiece is 
comprised of two rectangles surrounded by a trefoil 
border in grisaille. The inner border is gold strapwork 
with blue squares. The central area is an intricate design 
of geometric forms and arabesques in blue, black, gold, 
and green. 


fol. 2b: 
Title: Incipit page for chapter 1 of the Qur'an 
Form: Incipit 
Text: Surat al-fatiha 
Label: This opening page is inscribed with the first 
chapter of the Qur'an (Sürat al-fätihah). The Qur'anic 
text is written in black naskh, and the Persian interlinear 
translation is in red. 


fol. 3a: 
Title: Initial verses of chapter 2 of the Qur'an 
Form: Text page 
Text: Sürat al-baqarah 
Label: This text page is the beginning of Sürat al- 
baqarah. The black naskh is the Qur'anic text and the 
text in red is the interlinear Persian translation. 


Provenance 


Acquisition Walters Art Museum, 1931, by Henry Walters bequest 


Generated: 2011-06-03 16:49 -04:00 


Language The primary language in this manuscript is Arabic. The 
Secondary language of this manuscript is Persian. 


Colophon 432a: 

Transliteration: katabahu al-faqiru ila Allahi ta‘ala /1/ 
Mubäkshähu ibn Qutbin ghafara Allähu /2/ dhunübahumä 
wa-satara ‘uyübahumä fi Sha‘bani /3/ sanata thaläth wa- 
“ishrina wa-sab‘a mi'atin /4/ hämidan li-Llähi ta‘ala ‘ala 
ni amihi wa-musalliyan /5/ ‘ala nabiyihi Muhammadin wa- 
alihi al-ghurari al-kirämi /6/ al-tayyibina al-tähirina wa- 
musalliman tasliman /7/ 

Comment: Gives the name of the calligrapher Mubäkshäh 
ibn Qutb and the date of copying 


Support material Paper 


Dark cream laid Persian paper inlaid into later margins, 
probably in the tenth century AH / sixteenth CE 


Extent Foliation: i+432+i 
Collation Catchwords: None 
Dimensions 3.5 cm wide by 18.5 cm high 


Written surface 6.5 cm wide by 11.0 cm high 


Layout Columns: 1 
Ruled lines: 13 
Framing lines in dark blue, black, and gold 


Contents fols. 1b - 432a: 
Title: al-Qur’än 
Hand note: Written in small naskh in black ink; sürah 
headings in gold tawqi outlined in black; naskh in red 
ink for interlinear Persian translation 
Decoration note: Double-page frontispiece (fols. 
1b-2a); double-page opening decoration (fols. 2b-3a); 
illuminated rosettes with colored dots for verse markers; 
frequent marginal medallions for verse counts of ten 
and textual dividers, such as juz and rub ; polychrome 
frame 
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Shelf mark Walters Art Museum Ms. W.559 


Descriptive Title Koran 


Text title al-Qur’an 
Vernacular: 
القرآن‎ 
Abstract This illuminated copy of the Qur’an was excecuted in 


Sha‘ban 723 AH / 1323 CE by Mubärakshäh ibn Qutb, 
honored with the epithet zarrin qalam (golden pen). 
Mubarakshah ibn Qutb was one of the six pupils of the 
illustrious calligrapher Yägüt al-Musta‘simt (d. 698 AH / 
1298 CE). This manuscript, with a colophon signed and 
dated by Mubärakshäh (fol. 432a), was produced in Ilkhanid, 
Iran. It opens with a double-page illuminated frontispiece of 
geometric design painted in blue, black, gold, and green (fols. 
1b-2a). Additional ornamentation includes verse markers and 
textual dividers. The Qur'anic text is written in naskh script 
in black ink with chapter headings in gold “تو‎ outlined 
in black. The Persian interlinear translation in red naskh 
likely belongs to a later stage of the manuscript's history, 
when it was rebound and furnished with new margins. The 
black goatskin binding has a gold-tooled design of a central 
lobed medallion, pendants, and cornerpieces with doublures 
of brown leather and filigree decoration. It probably dates to 
the tenth century AH / sixteenth CE. 


Date Sha‘ban 723 AH / 1323 CE 
Origin Iran 
Scribe As-written name: Mubärakshäh ibn Qutb 


Name, in vernacular: 

مباركشاه بن قطب 
Note: Nicknamed zarrin qalam (golden pen), Mubarakshah‏ 
was one of the six pupils of the illustrious calligrapher Yaqút‏ 
al-Musta Simi (d. 698 AH / 1298 CE).‏ 


Form Book 


Genre Scriptural 
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